ATTY DOCKET No. 40020837-02 

Amendments to th Claims: 

This listing of the claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of the 
claims in the application. 
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Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) An apparatus, charact e r i z e d i n that i t is a A 
10 disk rotating apparatus that compris e s comprising: 

an axis of rotat i on a rotating shaft that holds and rotates a disk selectively 
so that i t can b e ins e rt e d mounted and removed therefrom as n ee d e d and which 
rotat e s said disk around sa i d d i sk axis, ;_and i n that it has 

an air-bearing device m e ans, wh i ch has having a smooth surface facing 
15 tbe-a_surface of said disk^-and-wherein tbe-a_gap between said smooth surface 
and the -said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller, with -and said air- 
bearing m e ans d evice b ei ng construct e d so that i t can b e is move able^ away 
from said disk held by said ax i s of rotat i on rotating shaft . 

20 2. (Currently amended) An apparatus , character i z e d in that it i s an 

apparatus that compr i s e s comprising: 

an axis of rotat i on a rotating shaft that holds a disk selectivelv so that it can 
be i ns e rt e d mounted or removed therefrom as n ee d e d, wh i ch has ; 

a disk rotatori ng m e ans that rotates said disk around said disk ax i s of 
25 fetatienrotating shaft; and 

a position ing m e ans that positions the-a_head with respect to said disk, 
and whiGh-performs anjnformation recording and/or information reproduction by 
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operation of sa i d d i sk by sa i d hoad, ; and in that i t has 

an air-bearing device m e ans, which has having a smooth surface facing 
atbe surface of said disk^-a*^ wherein ibe-a_space between said smooth surface 
and the -said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller, with said air-bearing 
5 device means being constructed so that i t can be separablete4 from said disk 
held by said ax i s of rotation rotating shaft . 

3. (Currently amended) An apparatus, charact e rized i n that it i s a A 
disk rotating apparatus that-comprisinges: 

io an axis of rotation a rotating shaft that holds and rotates a disk selectively 

so that it can be i ns o rt o d mounted and removed therefrom as n ee ded and which 
rotat e s said d i sk around said disk ax i s, and i n that i t has; 

an air-bearing device m e ans, wh i ch has having a smooth surface facing 
toe-a_surface of said disk A -a«4 wherein the-a_space between said smooth surface 

15 and tfre -said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller T ; and 

a disk support means , wh i ch is a m e ans that supports for supporting said 
disk w i th which and for moving said disk i s mov e d back and forth in the-a 
direction of axis of said ax i s of rotat i on rotating shaft while the -said surface of said 
disk is being supported. 

20 

4. (Currently amended) An apparatus ^, charact e r i z e d i n that it i s an 
apparatus that comprisinges: 

an ax i s of rotat i on a rotating shaft that holds and rotates a disk so that i t 
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Gafvbe -selectivelv ins e rted mounted and removed therefrom as n ee ded, wh i ch has 
a d i sk rotating means that rotates sa i d d i sk around said d i sk axis and ; 

a position ing m e ans that positions atbe head with respect to said disk, 
and which performs anjnformation recording and/or information reproduction by 
5 operation of sa i d d i sk by sa i d h e ad, and i n that i t has; 

an air-bearing device m e ans, wh i ch has having a smooth surface facing 
toe-a_surface of said disk and wherein the-a_space between said smooth surface 
and the -said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller T ; and 

a disk support m e ans, wh i ch is a means that supports for supporting said 
10 disk w i th which and for moving said disk i s mov e d back and forth in the-a 
direction of axis of said ax i s of rotation rotating shaft while the- said surface of said 
disk is being supported. 

5. (Currently amended) An apparatus, charact e r i z e d i n that i t i s a A 
15 disk rotating apparatus that-comprising:es 

an ax i s of rotation a rotating shaft that holds and rotates a disk so that it 
can b e selectively ins e rt e d mounted and removed therefrom; as n ee d e d, a nd 
wh i ch rotat e s sa i d d i sk around sa i d d i sk ax i s, and i n that it has 

an air-bearing device m o ans, which has having a smooth surface facing 
20 tbe-a_surface of said disk x af^-wherein tbe-a_space between said smooth surface 
and the- said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller 7 ; and 

a disk support m o ans, wh i ch is a m e ans that supports for supporting said 
disk with which sa i d disk is mov e d and for moving said disk back and forth in the 
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a_direction of axis of said ax i s of rotation rotating shaft while the- said surface and 
an end face of said disk are being supported. 

6. (Currently amended) An apparatus, charact e riz e d i n that i t i s an A n 
5 apparatus tfrat-comprisinges: 

an axis of rotat i on a rotating shaft that holds and rotates a disk so that i t 
can be selectively ins e rt e d mounted and removed therefrom as n ee dod. wh i ch has 
a d i sk rotat i ng m e ans that rotates sa i d disk around sa i d d i sk axis and ; 

a position ing m e ans that positions the-ajiead with respect to said disk T 
10 and whiob-performs anjnformation recording and/or information reproduction by 
operation of sa i d disk by sa i d h e ad, and in that i t has ; 

an air-bearing device m e ans, which has having a smooth surface facing 
athe surface of said disk,, and-wherein the-a_space between said smooth surface 
and the- said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller T ^and 
15 a disk support m e ans w i th wh i ch for moving said disk i s mov e d back and 

forth in the— a direction of axis of said ax i s of rotat i on rotating shaft while 
supporting tfre -said surface and an end face of said disk. 

7. (Currently amended) An apparatus, charact e r i z e d i n that i t i s a A 
20 disk rotating apparatus tha^comprising:es 

an axis of rotation a rotating shaft that holds and rotates a disk selectively 
so that i t can b o insortod mounted and removed therefrom as need e d and which 
rotat e s sa i d disk around said d i sk ax i s, and i n that i t has ; 
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an air-bearing device m o ans, wh i ch has having a smooth surface facing 
the-a_surface of said disk A -afid wherein the-a_gap between said smooth surface 
and tfre- said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smalle r, w i th x said air-bearing 
device m eafts-comprisinq a space for accessing tfre-an end part of said disk, said 
5 space being selected from a group consisting of such as an indentation, a cut-out 
part, o^a through-hole, and any combinations thereof ete. 

8. (Currently amended) An apparatus, characterized in that it i s an Amn 
apparatus tha^comprisinges: 

10 an axis of rotat i on a rotating shaft that holds and rotates a disk so that i t 

can b e selectively i ns e rt e d mounted and removed therefrom as n e ed e d, wh i ch has 
a d i sk rotating m e ans that rotat e s sa i d d i sk around sa i d d i sk ax i s and ; 

a positione ring m e ans that positions athe head with respect to said disk, 
and wbtGh-performs anjnformation recording and/or information reproduction-by 

15 operation of said disk by said h e ad, and i n that i t has • 

an air-bearing device m e ans, which has having a smooth surface facing 
tbe-a_surface of said disk, aftd-wherein the-a_space between said smooth surface 
and tfre -said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller , with ,, said air-bearing 
device m e ans having a space for accessing the-an end part of said disk, said 

20 space being selected from a group consisting of such as an indentation, cut-out 
part, a through-hole.-eter r and any combinations thereof at tfre -said surface facing 
said disk. 
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9. (Currently amended) An apparatus, charactorizod i n that i t i s a A 
disk rotating apparatus that-comprisinges: 

an axis of rotation a rotating shaft and which that rotates asai4 disk around 
said disk ax i s of rotation rotating shafts and i n that it has 
5 an air-bearing m e ans device , wh i ch has having a smooth surface facing 

athe surface of said disk.-and wherein tbe-a_gap between said smooth surface 
and the -said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller T ; and 

a disk holde r i ng m e ans that can b e for being selectively a ttach e d 
te mounted on and r e mov o d from demounted from said disk rotating apparatus-as 
10 n e ed e d , with sa i d disk ho l d i ng m e ans be i ng construct e d so that it can be 
attached to mounted on and r e mov e d from demounted from sa i d d i sk rotat i ng 
app a r a tus as n ee d e d w hile strtJ-holding said disk. 

10. (Currently amended) An apparatus , charact e r i z e d i n that i t i s an 
15 apparatus that comprisinges: 

an ax i s of rotation a rotating shaft that holds for holding a disk so that it can 
be- selectively m serted mounted and removed - therefrom as n ee ded, wh i ch has a 
d i sk rotat i ng m e ans that rotates sa i d d i sk around said d i sk ax i s and ; 

a positioner ing m e ans that for positionings4he a head with respect to said 
20 disk T and which— performings an information recording and/or information 
reproduction by-operation of said d i sk by said h e ad, and i n that i t has; 

an air-bearing device m e ans, which has having a smooth surface facing 
the -said surface of said disk A and-wherein tbe-a_space between said smooth 
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surface and foe -said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller TA and 

a disk holde nng moans that can bo selectivelv attach e d to mounted on and 
r e mov e d from demounted from said disk rotating apparatus as noodod, w i th sa i d 
disk holding moans boing oonstructod so that i t can bo attached to mounted on 
5 and r e mov e d from demounted from sai d disk rotat i ng apparatus as noodod w hile 
stW-holding said disk. 

11. (Currently amended) An apparatus, character i zed i n that i t i s a An 4\sk 
op e rat i ng apparatus tha4-comprisinqes 
io an axis of rotat i on a rotating shaft that holds and rotates a disk so that i t 

ean-be- selcetivelv i ns e rt e d mounted and removed therefrom as n ee dod. which has 
a d i sk rotating m e ans that rotat e s said d i sk around sa i d disk ax i s and - 

a positione r i ng m e ans that positions foe- said head with respect to said 

disk, and wh i ch — performs an information recording and/or information 

15 reproduction by-operation of said d i sk by sa i d hoad, and i n that i t has • 

an air-bearing device- m e ans, which has having a smooth surface facing 
the-a_surface of said disk A and-wherein athe space between said smooth surface 
and the -said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller, with-said disk rotating 
apparatus being oonstructod so that it can bo attached to mounted on and 
20 r e mov e d from demounted from said d i sk operat i ng apparatus while still holding 
said disk. 

1342.(Currently amended) The apparatus in any of claims 1 through 11, 
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further character i z e d comprisinq in that i t has a movable ramp-type load 
mechanismfor loading/unloading of a^head^s]]. 

4312. (Currently amended) An _ apparatus, character i z e d i n that i t i s an 
5 apparatus that-comprisinqes: 

an ax i s of rotat i on a rotating shaft that holds and rotates a disk so that it 
can b e selectively i ns e rt e d mounted and removed therefrom as n ee d e d, wh i ch 

h ac • 

a disk rotato ring moans that rotates said disk around said d i sk axis_ of 
10 fotationrotating shaft and-; 

a positioneri ng m e ans that positions the-a_head with respect to said disk, 
and wh i ch performs anjnformation recording and/or information reproduction fey 
operation of sa i d disk by sa i d h e ad, and i n that i t has ; 

at least one air-bearing device m e ans, wh i ch has having a smooth surface 
15 facing tbe-a_surface of said disk A -af>4 wherein the-a_space between said smooth 
surface and tfre -said surface of said disk is 300 microns or smaller T ; and furth e r, 
a movable ramp-type load mechanism for loading/unloading of said heads. 

14. (Currently amended) The apparatus accord i ng to any of c l a i ms 1 
20 through 13, furth e r charact e riz e d in that in any of claims 1 through 12, wherein 
said axis of rotat i on rotating shaft has a part thereof that engages with said disk, 
with said engaging part having an engagement tolerance such that said disk 
slides along said ax i s of rotat i on rotating shaft while maintaining an almost a 
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substantially horizontal posture with respect to said air-bearing means. 



15. (Currently amended) The apparatus i n any of c l a i ms 1 through 14, 
furth e r charactor i zod i n that in any of claims 1 through 12. wherein said air- 

5 bearing device meafts has a part thereof that faces a ll or at least a part of the -said 
surface of said disk and a part continuous therew ith ttas-that protrudes from said 
disk. 

16. (Currently amended) The apparatus i n any of c l a i ms 1 through 15, 
10 furth e r charactor i zod in any of claims 1 through 12. where in that tho said smooth 

surface of said air-bearing devicem earts is selected from a group consisting of a 
ring-shaped ofand is-a shape that envelopes a ring with a round hole on the 
inside thereof . 

15 17. (Currently amended) The apparatus i n any of c l aims 1 through 16 _jn 

any of claims 1 through 12 , further comprising charaot e riz e d in that i t a l so has a 
m e ans that an anchor for selectivel v t e mporar i lv anchorings-the said axis of 
rotat i on rotating shaft . 
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